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 “Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel.” (Lutheran Book of Worship, #34)

 We will soon be entering a new Church Year, as the season of Advent begins on Dec. 2. Consisting of the four Sun-
days prior to Christmas Day, Advent is marked with the overall theme of preparation. It is a season in which through 
Scripture reading, prayer, and in several congregations special services during the middle of the week, among other 
things, Christians are reminded to take the extra time to prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate with joy the festi-
val of Christmas once it arrives. 

 The month of December is often filled with all kinds of preparations, isn’t it? Our Sunday School children and 
staff are busy preparing for the annual Christmas program on Christmas Eve. Some members of our Choir have 
been giving up time on Sunday evenings to prepare to sing in the annual Christmas Cantata with the Greene Com-
munity Chorus. Many of us have programs to attend, parties to attend, goodies to bake, and of course, shopping to 
finish before Dec. 25 rolls around. And all of this is in addition to all of the other demands on our time that we have 
throughout the year! It can sometimes be a season in which we find it difficult to rejoice.

 Perhaps my favorite Advent hymn is one of the oldest hymns in our hymnal, “Oh Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel.” 
It is a hymn that beautifully and timelessly reminds us of the prayer of God’s Old Testament people as they waited 
for the arrival of the promised Savior to arrive. In years past, when I have served congregations that had midweek 
Advent services, I typically used those services to preach on the pre-birth narratives of Jesus Christ in Luke 1 and 
Matthew 1. Since we won’t be having midweek Advent services this year, I would encourage you to take the time to 
read these chapters of the New Testament on your own at some point during the Advent season. As you do, you will 
notice something. Many of the characters you are going to meet, from Zechariah and Elizabeth, the elderly parents 
of John the Baptist, to Mary or Joseph, you will meet people who were not expecting to receive visits from angels, 
telling them that God was about to fulfill His promise of a Messiah to His people. They were not prepared for the part 
they would play in God’s great story of salvation. And yet, it was in this time and place, that God worked through 
ordinary people to bring about the salvation of the world through His Son.

 Today, God does the same thing through you and me. God continues to work through us to prepare hearts and 
minds for the arrival of our Savior. During Advent, as we ponder the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, we remember 
a three-fold coming of Jesus, His coming in the flesh and blood that was laid in the manger at Christmas, the daily 
coming of Christ to us through His Word, and in the Sacraments, and finally, His promised coming that we wait for 
when Jesus returns at the end of time. How do we properly prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate the miracle that 
is God taking on our human flesh and blood in the womb of Mary? By staying in God’s Word. By spending time in 
prayer. By living out our daily lives as disciples of Jesus, sharing with others the reason we have hope within. By 
coming to worship on Sunday morning to be in the presence of our coming Lord Jesus Christ, where we are renewed 
and strengthened in our faith for our daily Christian living. 

 As we go through this Advent season of waiting, I certainly hope and pray that you do take the time to enjoy all of 
the festivities this special season of the year brings at home, at work, at school, and here in the life of the Church. But 
more importantly, I pray that you too will be able to take the time to rejoice in knowing that your Savior, Jesus, ahs 
come to you in the Christmas manger!

Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Martin 
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