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TIME CHANGE:
During August, the Sunday 
worship services begin at 
9 a.m. No Sunday School.

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
Let the light of Christ shine through you

BY MONICA EDEKER
Director of Communications

 Note: The local newspapers in Allison and Clarksville include 
St. John’s on a rotation of a dozen or so local churches that submit 
weekly columns for their church page. While Vilmar does not have 
a called minister, they still asked if we had anything to share, so I 
wrote the following devotional. This message ran in their July 1 
issues, and since then, I’ve been asked to share that message here:

 I once heard an analogy that a saint is like a stained glass 
window. When it’s cloudy, the image in the glass, while it 
is still there, it also appears somewhat dark and gloomy. 

But when the sun shines through, the colors in the glass become 
radiant and we see the beautiful image the artist intended to 
create.
 The same can be said of us. Our artist and creator, the Lord 
our God, has made each one of us unique and beautiful like 
a stained glass window. When we leave God’s word behind 
and go our own ways – falling into sin and neglecting to live 
godly lives – much like the image in the glass, our world tends 
to be dark and gloomy. However, if we stay in God’s word and 
strengthen our faith through prayer, worship, and praise, and we 
let Christ’s light shine through us – the image is radiant, bold, 
and wonderful.
 It sounds simple enough, and it paints a nice picture, but how 
do we really achieve this? The pastors in the church are teaching 
and equipping you and I to go out into the world with them to 
proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We grow our faith and we 
learn by participating in worship each week. If we start each day 
with Christ in our hearts – by reading His word and talking 
with Him in prayer – in turn, these good actions, words, and 
deeds will become our habits.

See, DEVOTION: Page 2

Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever. 

Hebrews 13:8
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 But unfortunately, these Christian ways are 
frequently neglected in our society today. Do we 
just follow the norm, go with the crowds, and 
leave God’s law behind? No. As Christians, we 
are to do what is right, simply because it is right. 
It doesn’t matter if what everyone else is doing is 
wrong. As followers of Christ, we are to do what is 
right. 
 We are all sinners by our human nature. 
Though we must strive to be better, we know we 
will fall short. Nevertheless, as believers, we know 
that Christ came to earth. He was crucified on the 
cross. He bled and died to save us from our sins. 
And through His resurrection, we are saved. By 
our faith, we know that He paid the ultimate price 
for each and every one of us.
 However, there are many un-churched people 
in the world, people who may not have the 
opportunity to attend a church service, who 
aren’t able to read the Bible, who simply don’t 
know Christ and all that He has done for us. 
While many of us may not have an official title of 
“pastor,” that shouldn’t stop us from ministering 
to them and to each other. As the body of Christ, 
we are to be His disciples. It might not be easy; it 
may be challenging and uncomfortable at times, 
but we are here to be an object of God’s love 
and connect with and share the gift of Christ’s 
salvation with those around us.
 The Lord isn’t stuck inside a building, a home, 
or a church. He is everywhere we are, and He is 
reaching out to us, to use us to help others. There 
are abundant opportunities for us to share our 
faith and let Christ’s light shine through. We 
just may be the only Bible that someone ever 
“reads.” So, I encourage you to start with prayer: 
talk with the Lord; lift others up; ask for healing 
and forgiveness; thank Him for his blessings; 
praise Him for his wondrous works; and ask for 
guidance on how you can serve Him. And then, 
listen for His call.

 That call might be to volunteer for a mission 
trip. If you can’t physically go, maybe you can 
offer support through financial donations. If that 
isn’t an option, maybe you can serve by helping 
at a local fundraising event or leading a Sunday 
School or VBS class. You could bake treats 
for a bake sale. You can call an elderly member 
just to say hey, or send them a card. Maybe it’s 
exchanging a friendly hello with one another at 
the store. You can offer to help a neighbor with 
yard work or drive them to an appointment. 
You can even share a Christ-centered post on 
Facebook or just offer a word of encouragement. 
The opportunities are endless, and they don’t have 
to be over-the-top gestures. Simple kindness goes 
a long way, and wouldn’t Christ do the same for 
you? Of course. He’s already done that and so 
much more for each and every one of us. 
 Let’s share that good news with one another. 
Not for glory or credit; don’t seek recognition or 
reimbursement – do it from love. Do what is right, 
lend a helping hand when you can, and instead of 
putting others down, try lifting one another up in 
prayer.
 With that, I challenge each one of you – be a 
stained glass window and allow Christ’s light 
to shine through you in all you do. I’m sure the 
picture that others will see and feel from your 
good works will be amazing.

DEVOTION from page 1

— 1 Thessalonians 5:9-11

For God did not appoint us to suffer 
wrath but to receive salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us  
so that, whether we are awake or 
asleep, we may live together with him. 
Therefore encourage one another  
and build each other up,  
just as in fact you are doing.
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ST. JOHN’S – VILMAR COUNCIL CAPSULE
Wednesday, July 14, 2021

The St. John’s Church Council met for its regular meeting on July 14, 2021, at 7 p.m. Diane Hummel 
opened the meeting with devotion and prayers. Chairman, Ron Salge, called the meeting to order.
Jim Wubbena asked to make a report to the council regarding the work that has been done with the 
water system in the parsonage. The water system is now in compliance with the DNR.
REPORTS 

• Secretary: The secretary’s report was not given.
• Treasurer: Brenda Boden gave a review of the financial report. The council will look into invest-

ing some of the money currently in the general fund. Ron Salge will report back to the council 
what the options are. Currently the operating balance is $55,298.28. 

• Chairman: Nothing to report.
• Stewardship & Finance: 
• Mission & Outreach: No report.
• Worship & Fellowship: Diane Hummel reported that Pastor Craig has been visiting with shut-in 

families in the congregation. Council asked that Pastor Craig be given a list of non-active members 
to reach out to as well. Diane will supply a list to Pastor Craig.

• Deacons: Nothing to report.
• Trustees: Warren VanDyke gave a listing of items that have been either repaired, replaced or fixed 

on the church grounds including the parsonage and church, including: door locks cleaned, two 
lights repaired, two plug-ins replaced in the parsonage; storm windows were removed, cleaned and 
repaired in the garage; outbuildings will be repainted and trimmed; trees at the cemetery were cut, 
fence lines sprayed, as well as the church sign on Highway 14 was cleaned up; a load of rock was 
spread behind the church; flowerbeds weeded; Evan Steere reported he oiled the bell in the bell 
tower and is taking care of the bait stations. The council was made aware of trees on the property 
that have Emerald Ash Borer disease.

• Parish Ed.: Julie Eberline reported that $75 was given to Marc Seehusen’s family to be used for 
Summer Bible Camp scholarships.

• Director of Communications: The gospel group, The Williamsons, will present a gospel service 
at St. John’s on Sunday, Sept. 12.The family will be present during the Sunday School hour to assist 
with music and lessons. The summer outdoor service will be held Aug. 8 at Wilder Park. Worship 
will begin at 9 at the chapel area. A potluck will follow the service at the shelter house. Monica has 
been attempting to contact Butler County Computers regarding the livestreaming of worship ser-
vice on Dumont Cable Vision. Monica is looking at cost options on adjusting the contract for the 
printer. The Iowa District Convocation will be held in Emmons, Minnesota, in September. Ken 
and Margaret DeBower are St. John’s delegates.

OLD BUSINESS
• Sound System: Ron Salge will be contacting two companies to for advice concerning replacement 

of speakers and their location.

continued on page 4
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• Council Supper: Supper will be held on July 25 at 5 p.m., at the home of Barb Wagner. This sup-
per is for all current council members, and those that went off council and their spouses/guests.

NEW BUSINESS
• No new business to report.

NEXT MEETING
The next council meeting will be held Wednesday, Aug. 11, 2021 at 7 p.m.

CLOSING
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted By:
Barb Wagner, Secretary

P Ron Salge (President) P Evan Steere A Jason Edeker
P Brenda Boden (Treasurer) P Diane Hummel P Julie Eberline
P Barb Wagner (Secretary) P Tyler Seehusen A Don Salge
A Barb Meyer A Jeff Seehusen P Warren Van Dyke

MEMBERS PRESENT

continued from page 3

DATE GENERAL MISSIONS SIMPLY GIVING OTHER
June 20, 2021 $2,070.00 $270.75 $372.00 $102.95 Thrivent

June 27, 2021 $1,550.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,000 Cemetery

July 04, 2021 $1,745.00 $150.00 $382.00 $0.00

July 11, 2021 $990.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

July 18, 2021 $1,388.00 $1,000.00 $372.00 $0.00

July 25, 2021 $655.00 $31.00 $0.00 $102.95 Thrivent

Remember in Our Prayers
PRAYER CONCERNS: Mari Ann Wearda, Marlys Kruse, Bruce and 
Deb Johnson, Dean Westendorf, Robert and Jurene Dralle, Ellie Munis, 
Amy Cooper, Evalyn Nettleton, Joy Schueler, Ali Matteson, Robert 
Vieker, Cheryl Sankey, Pastor Dave Steffenson, Carol Finke, Kirk Tanner, 
Suzanne Miller, Jimmy Rogers, Susan Seehusen, Mary Lou Meyer, 
Pastor Jordan Long, Donna Hardy, Viola Luchtenburg, Jaxon Hartkopp, 
John Daub, Breanna Norton, Kayla Sankey, Pastor David Schafer, Pastor 
James Glesne, Althea Uhlenhopp, and Pastor James Puotyual.

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Dalton Fehlberg, Lloyd Davis, 
Rashell Haxhijaj, Randy Wildeboer, and Alexa Page.

Thank You
Thank you to everyone 
for the kind words and 
messages shared with 
Karen on her 80th birthday 
recently. Also, thanks for the 
congratulations we received 
for our 60th wedding 
anniversary last week. We 
really appreciate everyone 
remembering us! 
 –Bob and Karen Janssen
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June Treasurer’s Report
Operating Balance .................................$50,951.37
INCOME:
 Envelope ................................................. $7,220.00
 Vanco .........................................................$754.00
 June Missions–Relay For Life .....................$628.00
 June Missions–Relay For Life ....................... $27.00
 Mission Payment – St. Judes .......................$300.00
 Thrivent Funds Deposit .............................. $102.95
 From: Thrivent – Mission – Relay ...............$100.00
 From: Missions – NALS ............................ $440.00
 From Missions – General ......................... $1,460.00
Total Income .......................................... $11,676.95
EXPENSES:
 Pulpit Supply ..............................................$900.00
 Pulpit Supply Auto Mileage ...................... $297.035
 Wages ..........................................................$831.15
 Supplies–Janitor ........................................... $79.76
 WorkComp Insurance ................................ $211.00
 Office–Postage ...........................................$228.40
 Electricity ................................................... $267.89
 Telephone .....................................................$71.37
 Printer Contract ......................................... $209.50
 Vanco ............................................................. $4.19
 Repairs–Water ..............................................$26.80
 TO: Thrivent ............................................. $102.95
 Mission Payments
 – Relay For Life .......................................$1,000.00
 – NALS ...................................................$1,000.00
 – Youth Camp ............................................ $150.00
 – World Vision ...........................................$500.00
 – Family Donation ..................................... $150.00
 – St. Judes...................................................$300.00
 – Riverside Scholarship (for Relay) ..............$500.00
Total Expenses ........................................ $6,830.04
Operating Balance .................................$55,798.28
Thrivent Funds ........................................... $4,185.94
Scholarships .................................................$1,818.75
Youth Camp Fund .......................................... $815.00
Feed My Starving Children ......................... $1,376.25
Mission ....................................................... $9,095.18
Operation Christmas Child .............................$153.61
Bremwood .......................................................... $1.14
Easter–IA Youth NALC Mission Trip .............$258.00
General Fund Balance ...........................$73,502.15

Submitted By:  Brenda Boden, Treasurer

Serving in the Lord’s House
SUNDAY, AUGUST 1
 Bible Teacher: Rev. David Craig
 Organist: Diane Hummel
 Reader: Margaret DeBower
 Fellowship Hosts: Barb Wagner
 Notes: Holy Communion at the rail

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8
 Bible Teacher: Rev. David Craig
 Organist: Barb Wagner
 Reader: Ron Salge
 Special Music: Jerry Wearda
 Fellowship Hosts: Potluck
 Notes: Service at Wilder Park Chapel

SUNDAY, AUGUST 15
 Bible Teacher: Rev. David Craig
 Organist: Diane Hummel
 Reader: Ken DeBower
 Fellowship Hosts: Host Needed
 Notes: Processional Holy Communion

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22
 Bible Teacher: Rev. David Craig
 Organist: Barb Wagner
 Reader: Brenda Boden
 Fellowship Hosts: Host Needed

SUNDAY, AUGUST 29
 Bible Teacher: Rev. David Craig
 Organist: Diane Hummel
 Reader: Betty Rewerts
 Fellowship Hosts: Host Needed

Scripture Readers Notice
Pastor Craig is preaching on a series he wrote, so 
we will not be following the three-year lectionary 
for the next few months. He will provide Diane 
Hummel (Worship Chairperson) with the readings 
each week, and she will let you know what they are 
so you can prepare for the lessons on Sunday. The 
lectern Bible is NRSV, and that will also be the 
version printed in the bulletins each week. 



DONATIONS NEEDED for the 
country store (baked goods, produce, 

crafts, or other decor/home items).

NEW IN 
2021!

VILMAR WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NOTES: AUGUST 2021

VILMAR WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Women’s Fellowship Bible Study will not meet 
in August. The group will resume in the fall.

BIRTHDAYS
Aug. 06: Helen Debner, 20865 160th St.,
 Greene, IA 50636
Aug. 09: Stanley Senne, 721 Spruce St.,
 Allison, IA 50602
Aug. 17:  Jim Wubbena, 19258 Forest Ave.,
 Dumont, IA 50625
If you or someone you know is 75 or older, let 
Margaret DeBower know so she can add them 
to the list.

ALTAR COMMITTEE
The altar committee for August is Diane 
Hummel. We appreciate your willingness to 
serve in this way. 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE
Sunshine people for the month of August are 
Barb Westendorf and Sandy Roose.

WNALC NEWSLETTER
You can keep up-to-date on the news and 
happenings of the WNALC from around 
the country by logging into the Women’s 
organization website, wnalc.org.

SUMMER SOCIAL 2021

The annual Summer Social will be held 
Sunday, Aug. 22 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
This year’s menu will include: pork 
burgers (provided by the Butler County 
Pork Promoters), potato salad, baked 
beans, variety of salads, homemade pies 
and bars, and ice cream.

Featuring:
“Vilmar’s Country Store”

The Women’s Fellowship and Brother-
hood will be working together for this 
event. Sign-up sheets will be posted in 
the narthex in early August. 
If you have questions, contact Margaret 
DeBower or Warren Van Dyke.

Produce, crafts, and other home goods 
will be available for purchase during the 
social! Don’t miss out!
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Attendance Report
Worship Service Attendance Communed
Sunday, June 27:  ..........44 .................. n/a
Sunday, July 04:  ...........50 .................. 44
Sunday, July 11:  ...........43 .................. n/a
Sunday, July 18:  ...........32 ...................30
Sunday, July 25:  ...........54 .................. n/a

Announcement
Retirement: On Friday, July 16, Col. Bryan 
Opperman, Director of Readiness for the Air Force 
Civil Engineer Center, retired from the United 
States Air Force after 27 years of faithful and 
honorable service. We offer our congratulations 
to him and his family during this time, and thank 
him for his dedicated service to our country.
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Gospel Group at Vilmar
 On Sunday, Sept. 12, The Williamsons Gospel 
Group will perform at Vilmar during the Sunday 
Morning Worship Service at 10 a.m. Everyone is 
encouraged to attend and invite others to join.
 The Williamsons are a gospel group from 
Oklahoma, and are devoted to God, family, and 
their country. They live what they sing. With the 
goal of sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, they have 
performed for thousands with their unique style of 
Christian music. They have a way of incorporating 
many musical styles into their program. The group 
travels across the United States and around the 
world presenting their ministry in large concert 
halls, on cruise liners, and in churches of all sizes 
and denominations. They desire to see souls find 
the Lord, people encouraged, and provide quality 
Christian entertainment.
 The Williamsons have produced more than 
a dozen recordings, with much of their material 
written by Lisa and Donnie Williamson. Several 
of their songs have reached the Singing News Top 
10, the prevailing chart for Southern Gospel radio. 
They were nominated in the Top Ten for Best New 
Mixed Group in the Singing News Fan Awards, as 
well as for Breakthrough Artist and Favorite Group 
awards at the Absolutely Gospel Fan Awards. 
Absolutely Gospel also named them as one of the 
Top Ten Groups to Watch. 
 For more information about The Williamsons, 
visit williamsonsmusic.com.

Wilder Park Service
On Sunday, Aug. 8, St. John’s will hold a 
community worship service at the Wilder Park 
Chapel near Allison. The service will begin at 9 
a.m. (It will NOT be live-streamed.) Please bring 
a lawn chair. Following the service, a potluck will 
be held in the shelter house. Tableware and drinks 
will be provided. Everyone is encouraged to attend; 
invite your neighbors and friends.

Mission and Outreach
August Mission – Food Banks
During the month of August, Vilmar’s Mission 
and Outreach Team will be collecting monetary 
donations, as well donations of non-perishable food 
items for the Greene and Allison Food Banks. Items 
may be left on the round table in the fellowship hall 
throughout the month. The items will be divided 
and delivered the first week of September.

Mission Opportunities
Feed My Starving Children
Bethel Reformed Church, Aplington, is hosting 
a Feed My Starving Children Mobile Pack Event 
in August. They are looking for volunteers 
to help pack the meals. Available times are: 
Friday, Aug. 6 from 6-8 p.m. or 9-10:30 p.m.; 
and Saturday, Aug. 7 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., 1:15-3:15 p.m., or 4-6 p.m. To register, or 
for more information, please contact Monica 
Edeker, or register online at www.fmsc.org/ 
volunteer and search for “Falcon HOPE.”
GodSpeed Equine Mission Trip
On Saturday, Aug. 28, GodSpeed Equine needs 
volunteers to help build the fences at the Victory 
Ranch in Dallas Center, Iowa. The construction 
will begin at 7:30 a.m. There will be jobs for any 
age and skill level. The work is expected to be 
completed in one day. To sign up for this mission 
trip, please talk to Monica Edeker.

Wagner Waters Fellowship
Barb Wagner and family will host the coffee and 
fellowship time following the worship service 
on Sunday, Aug. 1 at her pond, Wagner Waters 
(3.5 miles east of the church at 23592 160th St., 
Greene). Bring a lawn chair. All are welcome to 
attend. Coffee and cookies will also be available 
at the church (provided by Warren and Lollie Van 
Dyke) for those who can not make it to the pond.
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Pastoral Care
During this time that Vilmar is without a pastor, if 
you need assistance of any kind, please let Council 
President, Ron Salge (641-330-0456) or Director of 
Communications, Monica Edeker (319-939-7348) 
know, and they will arrange for your needs.

Corrections, Information
If you have corrections or announcements for 
Vilmar’s directory, the bulletins, Heralds, or 
website please contact Monica Edeker at 319-
939-7348, vilmarchurch@gmail.com, or send a 
note to the church. Everyone’s communication 
and cooperation during this time is very much 
appreciated. Thanks to everyone for helping out.

Want More Information?
To learn more...
About Vilmar’s ministry
 vilmarchurch.org
About the North American Lutheran Church
 thenalc.org
About the Iowa Mission District–NALC
 iowamissiondistrict.com
To stay up to date with current activities going 
on at the church “like” our Facebook Page:
Facebook.com/StJohnsVilmar

Simply Giving
If you would like to enroll in Vilmar’s electronic 
giving, contact council secretary Barb Wagner for 
the paperwork. We appreciate everyone’s continued 
financial support of Vilmar’s ministry.

Contributions
If you are not comfortable, or cannot worship in-
person with us, we encourage you to continue your 
tithes/offering by mailing financial gifts to the 
church at, St. John’s–Vilmar, 16073 Keystone Ave., 
Greene, IA 50636.

Fellowship Volunteers
We are looking for people to serve coffee and 
fellowship following the worship services on 
Sunday morning. There is a sing-up sheet on the 
bulletin board in the narthax.

Flowers
During the summer, if anyone would like to share 
f lowers for the altar, feel free to bring them with 
you on Sunday morning, and be sure to collect 
them again before you leave.

Special Music Notes
We are looking for individuals/groups to provide 
special music for the Sunday services in August. If 
you or someone you know would like to provide 
special music, please let Senior Choir Director Jane 
Thompson know.

Mowing Volunteers
There is a sing-up sheet on the bulletin board in 
the narthax for mowing volunteers. Volunteers 
will need to mow both the church and parsonage 
grounds this year.

Children’s Sermons
There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in 
the narthex for volunteers to lead the Children’s 
Sermons during the worship services on Sunday 
mornings. If anyone has questions, feel free to reach 
out to Monica Edeker or Julie Eberline.

Recycling
Reminder, if you take recycling to the Butler 
County Transfer Station, you can designate it to the 
church. To do so, you will need to weigh the items, 
and write the total on the sheet provided by the 
station and mark it as “St. John’s – Vilmar.” Thank 
you to all those who participate in this program.
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