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Dear Friends,

This is month is often a time of great transitions. Spring 
colors spring forth in flower gardens. Trees wear the color 
green now. Fields and gardens are turned 

over to black dirt and seeds are planted. Air becomes 
warmer. School closes for the summer. Graduations 
happen. A newness sweeps across our lives, usually 
quite welcome!

This is the month a huge transition happened for 
the followers of the Resurrected Christ. He ascends 
to Heaven. Yet, he does not leave us void. He is now 
present through the power of His Holy Spirit. Just as 
seeds grow under the earth and are watered and fertilized, and weeds 
are pulled out, we experience such things in our spiritual lives. 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit we are called each of us 
individually through the gospel, enlightened, sanctified and kept in 
the one true faith. In the same way the Holy Spirit does this for the 
whole church. Through the forgiveness of sins we live in the trust of 
life everlasting in Heaven. 

It is this truth within the Holy Trinity which we honor on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 21. This is a grand festival Sunday! 

On that First Pentecost Sunday the apostles received the ‘tongues 
of fire’: Commissioned to go into the world proclaiming the Christian 
faith. That commission has not ended. It continues through each and 
every generation – through each and every one of us and the whole 
church. Come, dressed in colors of fire – red, orange, yellow, blue! 
Be afire for the love of Christ for you and the faith bestowed upon 
you. Come, remembering that we are asked to continue to grow in 
our understanding of God. Come, knowing that Christ’s Holy Spirit 
dwells within you, promised in your Baptism, lived in the forgiveness 
of sins, outpoured for those yearning to hear and to receive God’s 
saving word for them through Christ’s Sprit in you!

The Pentecost journey begins. It lasts a lifetime!
In the Spirit of the Risen Christ,

Tamara J. K. Keen, Pastor

Pastor KeenINSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Serving in the Lord’s House..... 5

Treasurer’s Report.................... 2

Council Capsules.................3-4

Mission & Outreach................. 6

Women’s Fellowship................ 6

Announcements..................5-9

Prayer Concerns...................... 8

Calendar................................ 10



The Herald	 < Page 2 >	 May 2024

Treasurer’s Report
MARCH 2024
Beginning Operating Balance.......... $97,761.06

INCOME:
	 Envelopes.......................................... $9,000.00
	 Vanco................................................... $754.00
	 Loose Offering – FMSC........................$168.25
	 March Mission – FMSC....................... $400.00
	 Lenten Offering – GoServ Global....... $1,437.35
	 Luther League....................................... $431.00
	 Wells of Inspirations.......................... $2,295.00
	 Thrivent Funds .................................... $420.95
	 FROM:
	 Thrivent for FMSC............................ $100.00
	 Wells of Inspirations.........................$1,726.40
	 Total Income.................................$16,732.95

EXPENSES:
	 Wages / Janitors..................................... $507.92
	 Wages / Director of Communications... $846.55
	 Pastor’s Salary.................................... $3,500.00
	 Pastor’s Social Security...........................$357.00
	 Pastor’s Health Insurance.......................$252.13
	 Pastor’s Insurance/Pension.....................$190.21
	 Mileage................................................ $470.34
	 Electricity.............................................. $518.54
	 Telephone................................................$71.90
	 LP........................................................ $836.07
	 Work Comp Refund............................ -$256.00
	 Wilder Camping Weekend....................-$175.00
	 Office Supplies....................................... $63.84
	 Worship Supplies................................... $125.19

EXPENSES, cont.:
	 Printer Contract.................................... $206.39
	 Vanco........................................................$8.19
	 Wells of Inspirations...........................$4,021.40
	 TO: Thrivent........................................ $420.95
	 TO: GoServ Global............................ $1,437.35
	 TO: Luther League............................... $431.00
	 TO: Feed My Starving Children........... $668.25
	 Total Expenses............................. $14,502.22

Operating Balance............................$99,991.79

SPECIFIED ACCOUNTS:
	 Thrivent Funds...................................$2,687.29
	 Scholarships....................................... $1,634.64
	 Youth Camp Fund.................................$215.00
	 Mission ................................................. $525.61
	 North Butler Family............................. $669.00
	 GoServ Global.................................... $2,971.15
	 Bremwood.............................................. $62.00
	 Operation Christmas Child................... $257.10
	 Easter/IA Youth NALC Mission Trip.... $258.00
	 Luther League....................................... $456.00
	 Feed My Starving Children................... $668.25
	 Wells of Inspiration................................$618.33
	 Specified Accounts Balance...........$11,022.37

GENERAL FUND BALANCE.......$111,014.16

Respectfully Submitted By:
Margaret DeBower, Treasurer

Attendance Report
Worship Service	 Attendance	 Communed
Sunday, March 24:.........68................... n/a
Thurs., March 28:...........47................... 43
Fri., March 29:.................53................... n/a
Sunrise, March 31:.........48................... n/a

Worship Service	 Attendance	 Communed
Sunday, March 31:.........105...................85
Sunday, April 07:............58....................50
Sunday, April 14:............62................... n/a
Sunday, April 21:............70....................61
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ST. JOHN’S – VILMAR COUNCIL CAPSULE
Wednesday, April 10, 2024

OPENING
The St. John’s Church Council met for its regular meeting on Wednesday, April 10. Pastor Keen led 
the council in prayer. Chairman Kurt Roose called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

REPORTS 
• Secretary: Dale Janssen moved, Barb Meyer seconded, to approve the minutes as read. Motion 

carried unanimously.
• Treasurer: Barb Meyer moved, Julie Eberline seconded, to approve the report as read. Motion 

carried unanimously. 
• Chairman: Kurt Roose is working Tammy Fleshner to set up a date for our annual AED 

training. Kurt will contact the Seehusen Family to double check that they are still willing to 
fund the cemetery sidewalk project. Kurt also reported that there are still two cabins and 
two RV spots available for the Wilder Weekend in August.

• Stewardship & Finance: None.
• Mission & Outreach: May mission is NALS. The scholarship recipients were named.
• Worship & Fellowship: Diane Hummel reported that on May 12 the Sunday School will lead 

worship. Also on May 12 we will honor the graduates.
• Deacons: Monica will put a reminder in the bulletins/Heralds to remind people to turn off 

lights and lock the doors when leaving the church.
• Trustees: Dale Janssen will contact REC about flagpole placement. The bushes around the 

Ed. Unit have been removed. We will seed the area to grass for the time being and talk about 
landscaping at a later date. Trustees will look into: putting up the curtains in the Ed. Unit, 
fixing the last pew on the south side of the church, fixing the flickering light in the Ed. Unit by 
the sanctuary door. They will double check that the toilet in the basement is working properly. 
The southeast and southwest corners of the ed unit roof need repaired. Out of curiosity, they got 
a bid to have steel put on the ed unit roof. The cost would be $14,734. After discussion, it was 
decided that the trustees will look into resealing the damage. We will not persue putting steel on 
the roof. They also adjusted some of the plumbing in the parsonage basement.

• Parish Ed.: Sunday School will commence on Sunday, May 12. After the service, there will be 
an indoor picnic for the kids and congregation, serving hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, and ice 
cream sundaes. The Community Bible School in Allison is June 25-27 from 5-7 p.m., at Wilder 
Park.

• Director of Communications: Clean-up day is Saturday, April 13. The Brinkman’s anniversary 
reception is April 28, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. Monica Edeker would like to have some sound system 
and live-stream training – if you are interested in learning, please contact her.

• Pastor: Pastor Keen gave an accounting of her recent pastoral activities. In March she made 
69 visits, provided private communion to 27, and presided over 2 member funerals – Dean 
Westendorf and Lucy Steer. Her mileage for the month was 544 miles. Danielle Neve will become 
a member through Affirmation of Faith on Sunday, April 14. Cub Scout Sunday was March 10. 

continued on page 4
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Pastor Keen thanked everyone for their help with the many recent services. A piano bench has 
been purchased for $30 to replace the one lost by the movers. She has been asked to help with 
NB Baccalaureate on May 15. She may also attend the Pastor’s Meeting for the Society from 
May 6-8 at Creighton University.

OLD BUSINESS
• Parsonage steps were discussed.
• We are still waiting for a proposed plan for the tree planting.

NEW BUSINESS
• Monica Edeker presented information about copyright laws and options for additional licensing. 

Margaret DeBower moved, Dale Janssen seconded to register for the CCLI copyright and 
streaming services for $249/year to extend our range of music to be live-streamed. Motion 
carried unanimously.

• Dale Janseen moved, Barb Meyer seconded to have V21 Dust Control apply 2 applications of 
dust control for $820.50 this year.

• There will be a sign-up sheet for volunteers to mow the church and parsonage lawns.
• Dale Janssen and Kurt Roose are looking into getting bids for overpowering the parsonage 

siding.

CLOSING
Dale Janssen moved, and Rhonda Edeker seconded to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried 

unanimously. The next council meeting will be held Thursday, May 9, 2024 at 7 p.m. The meeting 
closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted By:
Rhonda Edeker, Secretary

P Kurt Roose (President) P Dale Janssen A Meredith Steere
P Margaret DeBower (Treasurer) P Diane Hummel P Julie Eberline
P Rhonda Edeker (Secretary) A Tyler Seehusen P Dick Ulrich
P Barb Meyer P Ron Taylor P Harlan Martzahn
P Pastor Keen P Monica Edeker

MEMBERS PRESENT

ST. JOHN’S – VILMAR SPECIAL COUNCIL MINUTES
The St. John’s Church Council met for a special meeting on Sunday, April 21. Chairman Kurt Roose 
called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m. Margaret DeBower reported that we need to set up the 
retirement package for Pastor Keen. Dale Janssen moved, Ron Taylor seconded to approve Hahn 
Financial as the provider for Pastor Keen’s retirement program. Motion carried unanimously. Meeting 
adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. Members present: Kurt Roose, Rhonda Edeker, Pastor Keen, Ron 
Taylor, Barb Meyer, Dick Ulrich, Tyler Seehusen, Harlan Martzahn, Dale Janssen, Monica Edeker, 
Diane Hummel, and Margaret DeBower. Absent: Julie Eberline and Meredith Steere.

continued from page 3
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DATE GENERAL MISSIONS OTHER FUNDS
3/28/24

(Maundy Thurs)
$0.00 $0.00 $305.10 – Lent

3/29/24
(Good Friday)

$0.00 $0.00 $195.00 – Lent

3/31/24  
(Sunrise)

$40.00 $0.00 $371.00 – Luther League

3/31/24
(Regular)

$1,535.00 $116.00
$100.00 – Lent
$500.00 – Wells of Inspiration
$60.00 – Luther League

4/7/24 $2,615.00 $250.00 $382.00 – Simply Giving
$190.00 – Luther League

4/14/24 $4,435.00 $305.86 $100.00 – Luther Leauge

4/21/24 $6,295.00 $107.22
$372.00 – Simply Giving
$7,426.57 – Wells of Inspiration
$102.95 – Thrivent

Serving in the Lord’s House
SCRIPTURE READERS
	 Sunday, May 05: Terri Hardisty
	 Sunday, May 12: Reader Needed
	 Sunday, May 19: Reader Needed
	 Sunday, May 26: Reader Needed

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS
	 Sunday, May 05: Host Needed
	 Sunday, May 12: Congregational Picnic
	 Sunday, May 19: Reader Needed
	 Sunday, May 26: Reader Needed
Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board in the 
narthex! Questions? Contact Carol Seehusen.

SPECIAL MUSIC
	 Sunday, May 5: Available
	 Sunday, May 12: Rhonda and Emily Edeker
	 Sunday, May 19: Jerry Wearda
	 Sunday, May 26: Available
Contact Choir Director Jane Thompson (319-415-
8456) and she will get you on the schedule!

Sound System and 
Live Streaming Training
I would like to get a few people trained in running 
our systems. I have a detailed booklet that explains 
how to operate everything, but I would like to sit 
down and go through it with some people, and 
take a few Sundays to have hands-on learning 
experiences with it. I need a few people to learn it in 
case I am ever not able to be at church. If you would 
be interested in this, please let me know, and we 
can coordinate dates for training. Thanks, Monica

Sunday of Hope
Vilmar will hold its annual Sunday of Hope in 
June. The sanctuary will be decorated with Relay 
For Life luminaries in honor and memory of our 
loved ones who have been affected by cancer. If you 
would like to purchase a luminary please contact 
Margaret DeBower and Jennifer Seehusen. Cost 
is $10 each. The names will be read and a special 
prayer will be given to commemorate the day.
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VILMAR WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NOTES: MAY 2024

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Women’s Bible study will be held on Tuesday, 
May 7 at 9 a.m., in the church fellowship hall. 
Karen Janssen will lead the study and Betty 
Rewerts will serve. All ladies are invited to this 
time of study and fellowship.

ALTAR COMMITTEE
The altar committee for May is Ron and Diane
Salge. We appreciate your willingness to serve 
in this way. 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE
Sunshine people for May are Karen Janssen 
and Kay Brinkman.

BIRTHDAYS
May 1: Barb Westendorf, 20217 190th 
 St., Allison, IA 50602
May 10: Evelyn Nettleton, 602 11th St., 
 Charles City, 50616
May 28: Betty Rewerts, P.O. Box 565, 
 Allison, IA 50602
If you or someone you know is 75 or older, let 
Margaret DeBower know.

BINGO
Vilmar is volunteering for Bingo at the 
Rehabilitation Center of Allison on Thursday, 
May 2 at 1:30 p.m. If you can help, please talk 
to Betty Rewerts.

SEWING DAYS
Sewing days will be Monday and Tuesday, 
May 20 and 21, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., with 
a potluck lunch at noon both days. We are in 
need of more hands to help us assemble quilts. 
You don’t have to commit to both days or even 
a whole day. We welcome helpers even if it is 
only for a short time. Contact Betty Debner, 
Betty Rewerts, Karen Janssen or Margaret 
DeBower if you have any questions.

ITEMS AVAILABLE
Check the table in the basement for items for 
sale – there are many new things! These items 
make great gifts! All money raised will be used 
by the group for their mission donations.

COOKBOOKS AVAILABLE
Cookbooks are available. They are $15 for 
the 1979 edition (white cover) and $10 for the 
2004 edition (green cover). Contact Margaret 
DeBower, Barb Wagner or Monica Edeker if 
interested.

KITCHEN/FOOD DONATIONS
We welcome donations of items for use in the 
kitchen or for serving food. We just ask that 
a note be left stating that it is for general use. 
Sometimes things are left and we don’t know 
if it is for a special occasion or something that 
anyone in the kitchen can use. Thank you.

Memorial Day
The Memorial Day Service will be held at Vilmar’s 
South Cemetery by the Allison AmVets Post, 
mid-morning on Monday, May 27. The public is 
welcome to attend.

Mission and Outreach
During the month of May, Vilmar’s Mission 
and Outreach Team will be collecting financial 
donations to be put toward the North America 
Lutheran Seminary (NALS).
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Sunday School Program
There will be a day of celebration on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 12. We have the joy of our Sunday School 

students sharing the things they have learned throughout the year for our worship service. Songs, instruments, 
and words will lift up Creation, the Old Testament stories, Prayer …

We will also acknowledge and bless graduates on this Sunday.
On this day we will honor all women. The heart of a mother may have 

a dream of a child fulfilled, while others wait, or do not receive, or have 
their child removed for their safety, or release their child to the eternal 
embrace of our Heavenly Father, or … recognizing that this day may 
hold a variety of emotions for mothers, we are grateful for the many and 
various women who offer that role for children. Just as it may hold many 
emotions for women, it may for the children, too. We pray for healing and 
hope for those who hurt on this day. We cherish the beautiful blessings 
that God provides in many and various ways of His ever abiding love.

To be sure, this day is full! But what Christian mother does not want to 
see her child proclaim faith in our Lord, Jesus Christ?! And so, they shall. 
What mother does not want to celebrate the academic achievements of 
their child? And so, they shall! Sounds like a great gift! Come, prepared 
to sing! Consider bringing lots of change for the noisy offering that the 
children will gather. And receive a gift of love from the children as you 
leave the worship service. Following the service, there will be a picnic of 
hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, and ice cream sundaes. Refreshments served 
by our Sunday School.

The Sunday School and Confirmation will conclude on this day for 
the academic year. Thank you to all the teachers, musicians, Parish Ed. 
Director, parents and students for your help in fulfilling the Baptismal 
promises made. “In Christian love you have presented _______ for Holy 
Baptism. You should, therefore, faithfully bring ____ to the services of 
God’s house, and teach_____ the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten 
Commandments. As ____ they grow in years, you should place in ____ 
hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for ____ instruction in the Christian 
faith, that, living in the covenant of ___ Baptism and in communion with 
the church ____ may lead godly lives until the day of Jesus Christ.”

—(LBW page 121)

Happy Mother’s Day!
We wish extend a loving and appreciative mother’s day blessing to all the 
mothers, grandmothers, great-grandmothers, and wonderful women of 
Vilmar on Sunday, May 12. May God’s blessings be with you always.

SUNDAY MAY 12

What: Special Worship 
Service led by the 
Sunday School students

Honoring: Graduates & 
	                  Mother’s Day

Noisy Offering: Bring your 
change for the kids to 
collect during offering

Gifts: Special gifts for the 
congregation members 
from the children

Picnic Lunch: Hot dogs, 
hamburgers, chips, and 
ice cream sundaes

Graduates 
Recognition
If someone in your 
family is graduating 
this year and you’d like 
their name included 
in the bulletin and 
June Herald, please 
let Monica know by 
Thursday, May 9. We will 
recognize the students 
with a special prayer 
during the service on 
Sunday, May 12. 

If any graduates will 
be present on May 12, 
please let us know  
ASAP so we are able 
to coordinate flowers 
and gifts for each grad. 
Thank You!
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Pastoral Care
If you need pastoral assistance or would like private 
communion, please contact Pastor Tamara Keen 
at 316-655-3306 (cell), 319-267-2080 (office), or 
email keentjkk@gmail.com.

Remember in Our Prayers
PRAYER CONCERNS:
Harold and Marlys Kruse, Bruce and Deb 
Johnson, Jurene Dralle, Evalyn Nettleton, Mari 
Ann Wearda, Ali Matteson, Robert Vieker, Jaxon 
Hartkopp, Pastor James Puotyual, Larry Voigts, 
Sandra Greenlee, Randy Brinkman, Pastor 
David Craig, Barb Kelly, Wendell Debner, Helen 
Debner, Jerrylyn Brinkman, Calla Clarey, Pastor 
Robert Salge, Darwin Dralle, Mary Schipper, Jean 
Morris, Susan Seehusen, Pastor Mark Walker, 
Sheryl Johnson, Lori May, Carrie Wilson, Randy 
Horst, Harlan Martzahn, Joel Heuer, Kyle Debner, 
Connie Opperman, Kathy Dann, and Margaret 
DeBower
SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN:
Lloyd Davis and Rashell Haxhijaj

Welcome!
On Sunday, April 14 we welcomed into our church 
family, Danielle Neve, as a new member through 
the Affirmation of Faith. She currently works for 
Service Masters Cleaners. She and her husband, 
Travis, and son, Liam live in Allison. Her contact 
information to add to your church directory is: 208 
N. Main St., Allison; cell,  712-832-0379; email, 
Danielle 91988@gmail.com.

Interested in Membership?
Please contact Pastor Keen at 316-655-3306 if you 
are interested in learning more about becoming a 
member, or if you know of someone who might be 
interested in being a part of the life and ministry of 
this congregation. Thanks. One For the Lord

One For the Lord group will meet:
• May 15, 9:30 a.m., at The Building, Parkersburg 
for Coffee – Barb Wagner, organizer
• June 19, 11:30 a.m., at Barn Happy, Cedar Falls – 
Betty Rewerts, organizer 
• July 17, 11:30 a.m., Chairish Life, Ackley – Jurene 
Dralle, organizer

Parade Volunteers
• St. John’s – Vilmar Luther League will walk in the 
Allison Days parade on Saturday, June 1. We are 
looking for people to join us! If you are interested, 
meet us at the Butler County Fairgrounds on 
Saturday at 12:30 p.m. We will be passing out 
candy and Bible verse cards. Wear your Vilmar 
T-shirts! If you need one, we have a few select sizes 
left from last year. 
• We will also be walking in the Greene River Days 
parade and the Bristow Days parade – more details 
will be available closer to those dates. If you have 
questions, please talk to Monica Edeker, 319-939-
7348.

Reminder
If you are the last one to leave the church building 
on ANY day of the week, please be sure to double 
check that all the lights are shut off – especially 
the hallways, classrooms, bathrooms, kitchen, etc. 
Please lock the doors when you leave as well. Thank 
you!

Vilmar’s Wilder Weekend – 
Family Camp
Information about the weekend of worship at 
Wilder Park (Friday Aug. 23 — Sunday, Aug. 25) 
has been posted in the March Herald. If you are 
interested in reserving an RV spot or a cabin, please 
talk to Kurt Roose.
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Mowing Volunteers
We are looking for mowing volunteers to take care 
of the church/parsonage lawns for the upcoming 
summer/fall. A sign-up sheet has been posted on 
the bulletin board in the narthex. Thank you to 
everyone for being good stewards of our land by 
helping to keep the church property looking sharp.

Want More Information?
To learn more...:
About Vilmar’s ministry
	 vilmarchurch.org
About the North American Lutheran Church
	 thenalc.org
About the Iowa Mission District–NALC
	 iowamissiondistrict.com
About the Women of the NALC
	 wnalc.org
To stay up to date with current activities going 
on at the church “like” our Facebook Page:
	 Facebook.com/StJohnsVilmar

Cookbooks Available
Cookbooks are available. They are $15 for the 1979 
edition (white cover) and $10 for the 2004 edition 
(green cover). Contact Margaret DeBower, Barb 
Wagner or Monica Edeker if interested.

Corrections, Information
If you have corrections or announcements for 
Vilmar’s directory, the bulletins, Heralds, or 
website please contact Monica Edeker at 319-939-
7348, vilmarchurch@gmail.com, or send a note 
to the church. Everyone’s communication and 
cooperation is very much appreciated. Thanks!

Thank You
• Thank you to everyone for sharing Easter lilies 
with us on Easter morning.
• Thank you to everyone who supported the 
Luther League’s Easter breakfast and attended the 
Sunrise Service. The kids and I appreciate all the 
support. Thank you to everyone that participated 
in the service and to everyone who helped us with 
the breakfast as well – it was much appreciated! –
Monica
• A HUGE thank you to Jen Seehusen and Don 
Salge for organizing and putting together this 
year’s Pancake Supper. A special thank you ALL 
the volunteers who came together to make this 
year’s event a success. We appreciate everyone’s 
willingness to serve the church in this capacity. 
And thank you to everyone came and supported 
the event as well.
• Thank you to everyone who helped at our outdoor 
clean up yesterday morning. Many hands made 
light work, thanks!
• Thank you to our Vilamr Church Family of your 
prayers for our grandson, Jaxson. With thankful 
hearts we are so grateful he has regained his health. 
Your prayers and loving concern are so very much 
appreciated. – Steve and Barb Meyer
• THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!! 
St. John’s is AMAZING!! And we continue to be in 
awe of what God does through the Falcon H.O.P.E. 
Feed My Starving Children. Nothing He does 
surprises us – but we sure are in awe! It couldn’t 
continue without all of the amazing support and 
donation. – Bethel Reformed Church, Aplington

150th Anniversary
We are beginning to think about Vilmar’s 150th 
Anniversary (1879-2029). We are looking for 
volunteers to be a part of a committee to help work 
on projects, events, and other celebratory stuff for 
our sesquicentennial. If you would be interested in 
being a part of this committee, talk to Pastor Keen.

Summer Time Change
During June, July, and August, the church services 
begin at 9 a.m. No Sunday School.
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