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“Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray 
as we ought, but that the very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.” 

– Romans 8:26
Dear Friends, 

There are experiences in life that are simply, “beyond words.”
It might be the absolute breathtaking beauty of a new born 

baby in our arms. Maybe it is the magnificent expanse of the 
horizon at dawn or dusk with its artistic colors and paintbrush sweeps that 
continually change before our very eyes to bless us. Then there is the Lord’s 
breath that whispers melodies through the leaves of trees opening up a new 
world to awaken us. 

And when our world shifts, crashing in upon us, we experience life 
beyond words, too: the loss of our dear loved ones … the concern when a 
loved one is so sick and we can’t take it upon ourselves or fix it for them … 
the witness of horrific, unconscionable acts against another, causing them 
great harm.

Beyond words.
Much of life is a journey within the reality of beyond words. Conveying 

the depth of what we think, feel and experience often leaves us speechless. 
It is a humbling experience to be sure, and sometimes frustrating, and even 
frightening at times. We have a need to connect with others, to feel and to 
be understood, so words for expression are so important to us. Yet, at times 
words just seem to cease and a void is very present.

When life is beyond words, it is a comfort and blessing to know that the 
Spirit of God speaks on our behalf. Because sometimes, it feels as if our 
prayers just come up short and we are searching for how and what to pray.

We have just passed through Lent and Holy Week. The enormity of this 
time in the church year is beyond words. Even more so, when we realize 
that these are not empty words in an old book, but the words read from 
God’s Holy Word are true and timeless, and for each of us. The depth 
of humbleness and honor; shame and guilt; forgiveness and joy; love and 
peace; hope and promise are truly beyond words.

Praise and thanks to you, Lord Jesus Christ and for the abiding presence 
of your Spirit who knows us and prays on our behalf.

In Service of Our Risen Lord,
Tamara J. K. Keen, Pastor

Beyond Words
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Treasurer’s Report
FEBRUARY 2024
Beginning Operating Balance ...... $105,080.60

INCOME:
 Envelopes ......................................... $6,975.00
 Vanco .................................................. $754.00
 Loose Offering – Wells of Inspiration ......$54.50
 Feb. Mission – Wells of Inspiration .... $8,857.59
 Lenten Offering – GoServ Global ......$1,533.80
 CD Interest ...........................................$399.72
 Mission Investment Interest ................... $29.20
 Thrivent Funds  .................................... $127.95
 FROM:
 Thrivent for Wells of Inspiration ...... $100.00
 Gideons International .......................$637.00
 LMVFM .......................................... $411.56
 Missions for Fire Victim ................... $250.00
 Wells of Inspirations .......................$1,009.31
Total Income ....................................$21,139.63
 
EXPENSES:
 Wages / Janitors .................................... $507.92
 Wages / Director of Communications .. $846.55
 Pastor’s Salary ................................... $3,500.00
 Pastor’s Social Security ..........................$357.00
 Pastor’s Health Insurance ..................... $425.84
 Pastor’s Insurance/Pension ....................$190.21
 Mileage ............................................... $235.84
 Electricity ............................................. $147.24
 Telephone ...............................................$71.90
 Water ...................................................... $17.50
 LP ........................................................$829.52
 Building Repairs – Church ................... $147.97
 Tax Preparation ....................................$165.00
 Council Dinner ................................... $350.00
 Worship Supplies ................................. $224.73
 Janitor Supplies ...................................... $49.06

EXPENSES, continued:
 Postage ................................................ $104.88
 Printer Contract ................................... $206.39
 Vanco .......................................................$8.19
 Wilder Camping Weekend ................... $922.00
 Wells of Inspirations ........................ $10,021.40
 Gideons International ...........................$637.00
 Fire Victim Benefit .............................. $250.00
 Iowa Mission District ........................ $1,000.00
 NALC 5% of 2023 budget ................ $4,770.00
 LMVFM .............................................. $411.56
 TO: Thrivent ........................................ $127.95
 TO: GoServ Global ...........................$1,533.80
 TO: CD ...............................................$399.72
Total Expenses .................................$28,459.17

Operating Balance ........................... $97,761.06

SPECIFIED ACCOUNTS:
 Thrivent Funds ................................. $2,366.34
 Scholarships ...................................... $1,634.64
 Youth Camp Fund ................................$215.00
 Missions ............................................... $525.61
 North Butler Family ............................ $669.00
 GoServ Global ...................................$1,533.80
 Bremwood ............................................. $62.00
 Operation Christmas Child .................. $257.10
 Easter/IA Youth NALC Mission Trip ... $258.00
 Luther League ........................................ $25.00
 Wells of Inspiration ........................... $2,344.73
Specified Accounts Balance .............. $9,891.22

GENERAL FUND BALANCE .....$107,652.28

Respectfully Submitted By:
Margaret DeBower, Treasurer
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ST. JOHN’S – VILMAR COUNCIL CAPSULE
Wednesday, March 13, 2024

OPENING
The St. John’s Church Council met for its regular meeting on Wednesday, March 13. Pastor Keen 
opened the meeting with a prayer and called the meeting to order at 8 p.m.

REPORTS 
• Secretary: Barb Meyer moved, Diane Hummel seconded, to approve the minutes as read. 

Motion carried unanimously.
• Treasurer: Dale Janssen moved, Dick Ulrichs seconded, to approve the report as read. Motion 

carried unanimously. A mission investment fund will be coming due in a couple months. 
Margaret DeBower will look into cashing it out.

• Chairman: Kurt Roose is working Tammy Fleshner to set up a date for our annual AED 
training.

• Stewardship & Finance: None.
• Mission & Outreach: April mission with be the Norht Butler Scholarships.
• Worship & Fellowship: None.
• Deacons: None.
• Trustees: None.
• Parish Ed.: None.
• Director of Communications: A drum and rollers were replaced on the printer.
• Pastor: Pastor Keen gave an accounting of her recent pastoral activities. In February she made 

47 visits and provided private communion to 36. Her mileage for the month was 702 miles. She 
led a devotion on Feb. 25 at the community Lenten meal at Trinity Reformed. She also gave a brief 
accounting of all the upcoming new ministry projects.

OLD BUSINESS
• Parsonage steps will be accessed this spring.
• Tyler Seehusen is working on a plan for the planting of new trees around the parsonage property.
• Harlan Martzahn made a motion to have the cedar trees removed along the road north of the 

cemetery. Dale Janssen seconded it. Motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
• Outdoor spring clean up has been set for April 13 at 9 a.m.
• The council discussed the two resumes that were received for the janitor position. Margaret 

DeBower moved, and Ron Taylor seconded, to hire Stacey Uhlenhopp as the new janitor. 
Motion carried.

• Dale Janssen moved, and Meredith Steere seconded, to not have the carpets cleaned, since they 
were recently cleaned. Motion carried unanimously.

continued on page 4
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CLOSING
Dale Janssen moved, and Margaret DeBower seconded, to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried 

unanimously. The next council meeting will be held Wednesday, April 10, 2024 at 7:30 p.m. The 
meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted By:
Rhonda Edeker, Secretary

A Kurt Roose (President) P Dale Janssen P Meredith Steere
P Margaret DeBower (Treasurer) P Diane Hummel A Julie Eberline
P Rhonda Edeker (Secretary) P Tyler Seehusen P Dick Ulrich
P Barb Meyer P Ron Taylor P Harlan Martzahn
P Pastor Keen P Monica Edeker

MEMBERS PRESENT

continued from page 3

DATE GENERAL MISSIONS OTHER FUNDS

2/28/24 $0.00 $0.00 $201.80 – Lent

3/3/24 $3,075.00 $201.75
$382.00 – Simply Giving
$50.00 – Lent
$425.00 – Wells of Inspiration

3/6/24 $0.00 $50.00 $212.50 – Lent

3/10/24 $1,685.00 $8.00 $20.00 – Wells of Inspiration

3/13/24 $0.00 $0.00 $180.00 – Lent
$400.00 – Wells of Inspiration

3/17/24 $1,710.00 $162.50
$372.00 – Simply Giving
$200.00 – Lent
$1,000.00 – Wells of Inspiration

3/20/24 $0.00 $0.00 $245.00 — Lent
$250.00 — Wells of Inspiration

3/24/24 $955.00 $30.00 $102.95 — Thrivent

Attendance Report
Worship Service Attendance Communed
Wed., Feb. 28: ................45 .................. n/a
Sunday, March 3: ..........60 ...................55
Wed., March 6: ...............49 .................. n/a
Sunday, March 10: ........52 .................. n/a

Worship Service Attendance Communed
Wed., March 13: .............41 .................. n/a
Sunday, March 17: .........64 ...................54
Wed., March 20: ............43 .................. n/a
Sunday, March 24: ........68 .................. n/a
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Serving in the Lord’s House
SCRIPTURE READERS
 Sunday, April 7: Reader Needed
 Sunday, April 14: Ken DeBower
 Sunday, April 21: Reader Needed
 Sunday, April 28: Reader Needed

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS
 Sunday, April 7: Host Needed
 Sunday, April 14: Host Needed
 Sunday, April 21: Host Needed
 Sunday, April 28: Angie Sieren

If you would be willing to serve coffee and 
fellowship after worship or read the scripture 
lessons during worship service, there is a sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex or talk to 
Diane Hummel or Carol Seehusen.

Dean & Kay Brinkman’s 
60th Anniversary
The congregation is invited to an open house 
reception honoring the 60th Wedding Anniversary 
of Dean and Kay Brinkman on Sunday, April 28 
from 11 a.m. (after church) until 2 p.m., in the 
Vilmar Church basement. A light lunch will be 
served. No gifts, please.

Music Schedule
• Anyone and everyone is invited to join the 
choir. They will practice at 9:15 a.m., on Sunday 
mornings, and will sing during the worship 
services. For more information, contact Senior 
Choir Director Jane Thompson at 319-415-8456.

• We are always looking for special music volunteers 
for the Sunday morning services too. If at any time 
you, or someone you know, would like to provide 
special music (instrumental, vocal, or both!) let 
Jane know and she will get you on the schedule!

• Thank you to the choir members and accompa-
nists for sharing your talents and praising the Lord 
with song and music this past year! – Jane

Mission and Outreach
During April our mission donations will be used for 
the yearly North Butler Scholarship Program. Each 
year, Vilmar provides a one-time $500 scholarship 
to one boy and one girl from the graduating class of 
NB High School.

Meals on Wheels
Vilmar is responsible for delivering the Allison 
Meals on Wheels in April (Tuesdays—Fridays). 
If you are interested in helping with this project, 
please contact Julie Eberline at 641-373-3863.

Portals of Prayer
The April-May-June Portals of Prayer booklets are 
available in the narthex for anyone to take.

Pancake Supper
We are resurrecting our annual Pancake Supper! 
Join us Friday, April 5 from 5-7 p.m. Free will 
donation. Meal includes all-you-can-eat pancakes 
(potato or buttermilk) sausages, apple sauce, 
desserts, and beverages. We are also looking for 
volunteers. If interested, please talk to Jen Seehusen.

Thank You
Our Lenten through Holy Week Journey was 
made much more meaningful with the help of 
so many willing helpers with worship. Readers, 
musicians, extra bulletins, and behind the scenes 
people setting up worship space (altar paraments, 
holy communion, banners…) and making worship 
flow smoothly with the unique services, the mid-
week cooks and cleaning-up … it was ALL very 
appreciated. Your work is not unnoticed. 
“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and 
for others.” – Colossians 3:23
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VILMAR WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NOTES: APRIL 2024

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Women’s Bible study will be held on Tuesday, 
April 2 at 9 a.m., in the church fellowship hall. 
Betty Rewerts will lead the study and Kay 
Brinkman will serve. All ladies are invited to 
this time of study and fellowship.

ALTAR COMMITTEE
The altar committee for April is Don and Ver-
nette Salge. We appreciate your willingness to 
serve in this way. 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE
Sunshine person for April is Betty Rewerts.

BIRTHDAYS
April 11: Vera Kraft, 1103 Short St.,
 Clarksville, IA 50619
April 16: Robert Vieker, 18248 Keystone 
 Ave., Allison, IA 50602
April 17: Harlan Martzahn, 20076 150th 
 St., Greene, IA 50636
April 17: Diane Hummel, 21202 160th 
 St., Allison, IA 50602
April 18: Richard Kraft, 1103 Short St., 
 Clarksville, IA 50619
If you or someone you know is 75 or older, let 
Margaret DeBower know.

BINGO
Vilmar is volunteering for Bingo at the 
Rehabilitation Center of Allison on Thursday, 
April 4 at 1:30 p.m. If you can help, please talk 
to Betty Rewerts.

SEWING DAYS
Sewing days will be Monday and Tuesday, 
April 15 and 16, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., with 
a potluck lunch at noon both days. We are in 
need of more hands to help us assemble quilts. 
You don’t have to commit to both days or even 
a whole day. We welcome helpers even if it is 
only for a short time. Contact Betty Debner, 
Betty Rewerts, Karen Janssen or Margaret 
DeBower if you have any questions.

ITEMS AVAILABLE
Check the table in the basement for items for 
sale – there are many new things! These items 
make great gifts! All money raised will be used 
by the group for their mission donations.

KITCHEN/FOOD DONATIONS
We welcome donations of items for use in the 
kitchen or for serving food. We just ask that 
a note be left stating that it is for general use. 
Sometimes things are left and we don’t know 
if it is for a special occasion or something that 
anyone in the kitchen can use. Thank you.

COOKBOOKS AVAILABLE
Cookbooks are available. They are $15 for 
the 1979 edition (white cover) and $10 for the 
2004 edition (green cover). Contact Margaret 
DeBower, Barb Wagner or Monica Edeker if 
interested.

WNALC NEWSLETTER
You can keep up-to-date on the news and 
happenings of the WNALC by logging into 
the Women’s organization website, wnalc.org.
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Vilmar’s Wilder Weekend – Family Camp
Information about the weekend of worship at 
Wilder Park (Friday Aug. 23 — Sunday, Aug. 25) 
has been posted in the March Herald. If you are 
interested in reserving an RV spot or a cabin, please 
talk to Kurt Roose.

Greetings from the Vilmar Gang
On the first Sunday of each month, you are invited 
to join us in making and sending cards to our 
shut-ins, children, and members. We will meet in 
the basement from 3-4 p.m. each month, starting 
Sunday, April 7. If you have questions, please talk to 
Rhonda Edeker. The main focus of this club will be 
an outreach ministry to connect with our members 
through written messages in the cards each month. 
All are welcome!

Walk With God!
Walking group will meet at 5 p.m. on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays at Wilder Park at 
the Shelter House. There will be a brief devotional 
and prayer, and then everyone is invited to walk 
at whatever pace you’d like and for however long 
you’d like. If you have questions, talk to Rhonda 
Edeker.

Singspiration Sundays
 “Worship the LORD with gladness; come before 
him with joyful songs … For the LORD is good and 
his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues 
through all generations.” – Psalm 100
 Rarely do people get to be in public places and 
sing together, except for the National Anthem at 
some games and in church! So, let’s take advantage 
of the day! We all have songs we are longing to sing. 
The Easter Season is a wonderful time to celebrate 
the joy of our salvation through Jesus Christ. 
Come ready to offer a hymn suggestion on Sunday, 
April 28 for our first regular Singspiration. We are 
aiming to do this on the months when we have five 
Sundays. 

Upcoming Opportunities
One For the Lord
 “And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers.” – Acts 2:42
 And so we begin! Some have expressed a desire to 
share a group of single women to meet for mutual 
support and the enjoyment of doing activities that 
are more fulfilling with another. The initial plan is 
to meet once a month. The group will discuss more 
at this gathering.
 Mark your calendar for Wednesday, April 24, 
at 11:30 a.m., at The Rustic Brew (117 First St. 
NW, Hampton). We will meet in the back room, 
have devotions, order food, converse and discuss 
future plans for us. Please know that your friends 
are invited to come! An idea of how many plan to 
attend would be helpful for us, as well. Questions 
and ideas are welcome – let Pastor Keen know, 316-
655-3306.

Adult Pastor’s Class
 “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto 
my path.” – Psalm 119:105
 Deepening our faith through study is incredibly 
beneficial. It develops our relationship with the 
Lord and gives us guidance in living life. An interest 
has been expressed to have a Pastor’s class for adults. 
The prime time of Sunday morning may not be 
available, but there are 7 days in a week with 24 
hours, so what works for the most of us? Let’s figure 
that out on Sunday, April 14 during refreshments 
following worship. Some suggestions were given in 
our last newsletter. Certainly, they are not limiting. 
If you have thoughts or questions, please contact 
Pastor Keen at 316-655-3306.

Jr. Lutherans
Kids in 4th, 5th, and 6th grades are invited to join 
the Jr. Lutherans youth group class on Wednesday 
evenings from 6-7:30 p.m. at Diane Hummel’s 
home. Supper will be provided.
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150th Anniversary
We are beginning to think about Vilmar’s 150th 
Anniversary (1879-2029). We are looking for 
volunteers to be a part of a committee to help work 
on projects, events, and other celebratory stuff for 
our sesquicentennial. If you would be interested in 
being a part of this committee, please talk to Pastor 
Keen.

Outdoor Clean Up
The annual outdoor clean up has been scheduled 
for Saturday, April 13 beginning at 9 a.m. We need 
many hands to help spruce up the property for the 
year. Please bring rakes, trimmers, and other tools 
to help with the work. Donuts will be provided!

Easter Lilies
We welcome Easter lilies to help beautify our 
sanctuary for Easter Sunday. If you would be 
willing to share a lily with us, please bring it to 
the church by Saturday, March 30 (the day before 
Easter). You may leave them in the narthex of the 
church, and we will arrange them throughout the 
front of the church. Please mark them with your 
name, so you can collect your’s after the worship 
service. Thank you!

Women of Faith
We are starting a new women’s Bible study group 
called “Women of Faith.” The group will meet on 
the fourth Sunday of the month from 2:30-4:30 
p.m. at the parsonage. We will watch episodes of 
the first season of “The Chosen,” and discuss the 
accompanying study guide. Our first meeting will 
be April 28. All are welcome.

Vilmar members helped pack meals the 
Butler County Feed My Starving Children 
event at Bethel Reformed. ABOVE: Jen 
Seehusen. LEFT: From front to back, left to 
right: Jason Edeker and Naomi Ausborn; 
Owen Ausborn; Cody Seehusen and 
Jeremy Edeker; JayLynn Seehusen, Kale 
Haverkamp, Laura Ausborn, and Aunya 
Ausborn.
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Want More Info?
To learn more...:
About Vilmar’s ministry
 vilmarchurch.org
About the NALC
 thenalc.org
About the Iowa Mission District
 iowamissiondistrict.com
About the Women of the NALC
 wnalc.org
To stay up to date with current 
activities going on at the church “like” 
and “follow” our Facebook Page:
 Facebook.com/StJohnsVilmar

Corrections and  
Other Information
If you have corrections or announcements 
for Vilmar’s directory, the bulletins, 
Heralds, or website please contact Monica 
Edeker at 319-939-7348, vilmarchurch@
gmail.com, or send a note to the 
church. Everyone’s communication and 
cooperation is very much appreciated. 
Thanks!

Notice
In the event of a weather-related 
cancellation, announcements will 
 be posted on Vilmar’s Facebook  
Page, KWWL, and KLMJ 104.9. 

Pastoral Care
If you need pastoral assistance or would 
like private communion, please contact 
Pastor Tamara Keen at 316-655-3306 
(cell), 319-267-2080 (office), or email 
keentjkk@gmail.com.

Remember in Our Prayers
PRAYER CONCERNS:
Mari Ann Wearda, Harold and Marlys Kruse, Bruce and 
Deb Johnson, Jurene Dralle, Evalyn Nettleton, Ali Matteson, 
Robert Vieker, Carol Finke, Cheryl and Kayla Sankey, Jaxon 
Hartkopp, Pastor James Puotyual, Larry Voigts, Sandra 
Greenlee, Randy Brinkman, Pastor David Craig, Barb Kelly, 
Wendell Debner, Helen Debner, Jerrylyn Brinkman, Todd 
DeGroote, Calla Clarey, Pastor Robert Salge, Darwin Dralle, 
Mary Schipper, Jean Morris, Susan Seehusen, Pastor Mark 
Walker, Sheryl Johnson, Lori May, Gloria Flaten, Marilyn 
Cole, Carrie Wilson, Randy Horst, Harlan Martzahn, Joel 
Heuer, Sharleen Hubbard, and Susan Zierath

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN:
Lloyd Davis and Rashell Haxhijaj

FAITHFUL DEPARTED:
Remember the Family of Dean Westendorf: Dean, 85, of 
Allison, passed away Friday, March 15, at the Rehabilitation 
Center of Allison. Funeral services were held Tuesday, March 
19, at St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church – Vilmar, with 
burial in the South Vilmar Cemetery. Woodley Funeral 
Home of Allison assisted the family with arrangements.

Remember the family of Lucy Steer: Lucy, 93, of Greene, 
passed away peacefully on Monday, March 18, at the 
Rehabilitation Center of Allison. Lucy, 93, of Greene, passed 
away peacefully on Monday, March 18, at the Rehabilitation 
Center of Allison. Visitation and funeral were held at St. 
John’s – Vilmar yesterday, with burial in the North Vilmar 
Cemetery. Woodley Funeral Home of Greene assisted the 
family with arrangements.

Remember the family of Brady Cashatt: Brady, 31, of 
Parkersburg, was the nephew of Steve and Barb Meyer. 
He who was killed in an automobile accident Monday, 
March 11. Funeral services were held Tuesday, March 19 
at the Parkersburg United Methodist Church, with burial 
in the Oak Hill Cemetery, both in Parkersburg. Redman-
Schwartz Funeral Home of Parkersburg assisted the family 
with arrangements.
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