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Gospel group to present at Vilmar
 SALTLIGHT, a local gospel group, will present a gospel concert at 
St. John’s – Vilmar on Sunday, March 12 during the 10 a.m. morning 
worship service. 
 The SALTLIGHT band is from the Cedar Valley area. They play 
and create music to glorify God and point people to the truth of the 
Gospel message. Matthew 5:13-16 calls us, as Christ-followers, to be 
the salt of the earth and the light of the world, which they hope to 
display through their music. 
 They sing some contemporary, traditional, and country gospel. 
Many of their songs are originals, written by their lead singer, Darla 
Erskine, and arranged by the group. The songs tell stories of common 
feelings and circumstances that give those listening an opportunity to 
relate, reflect, and respond in worship. Though none of the members 
are related, their love for music and for Jesus are two things they have 
in common. They are more than a band; they truly are a family, and 
they find it a joy to be involved in each other’s lives, in every season.
 For more information visit saltlightmusic.com.
 On March 12, the morning offering will be a “love offering” for the 
group (unless marked otherwise).
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Respectfully Submitted By:
Margaret DeBower, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report
JANUARY 2023
Beginning Operating Balance .............$108,404.58

INCOME:
 Envelope .................................................$4,790.00
 Vanco .........................................................$754.00
 Loose Offering-Prison Ministry .................. $172.00
 January Missions-Prison Ministry ............... $150.00
 Wells of Inspirations ...................................$100.00
 Thrivent Funds  ..........................................$205.90
 From:
  Thrivent Funds for Prison Ministry ........$100.00
  NB Elementary ........................................$25.00
Total Income ........................................... $6,296.90

EXPENSES:
 Pulpit Supply ..............................................$450.00
 Pulpit Supply Auto Mileage ........................ $193.88
 Wages / Janitors .......................................... $461.74
 Wages / Director of Communications ......... $769.58
 Payroll Expenses ..........................................$677.10
 Electricity ...................................................$669.05
 LP ........................................................... $2,169.67
 Telephone ..................................................... $71.31
 Printer Contract ......................................... $196.04
 Vanco ............................................................. $8.19
 Building Maintenance – AED ................. $1,665.00
 Janitorial supplies ......................................... $49.11

 Postage ........................................................$187.35
 Christmas Sacks ......................................... $249.54
 NB Elementary ............................................$25.00
 TO: Thrivent .............................................$205.90
 TO: Wells of Inspiration .............................$100.00
 TO: Prison Ministry .................................. $422.00
Total Expenses ........................................ $8,570.46

Operating Balance ............................... $106,131.02

SPECIFIED ACCOUNTS:
 Thrivent Funds ....................................... $3,716.99
 Scholarships ............................................ $1,845.03
 Youth Camp Fund ...................................... $615.00
 Feed My Starving Children ..................... $1,376.25
 Mission  ..................................................$2,932.66
 Operation Christmas Child ........................ $535.90
 Easter/IA Youth NALC Mission Trip .........$258.00
 Wells of Inspiration ....................................$100.00
 Gideons ...................................................... $550.12
 Prison Ministry ......................................... $422.00
Specified Accounts Balance ................... $12,351.95

General Fund Balance .........................$118,482.97

Lenten Devotional Available
The NALC has released their 2023 Lenten devotional, 
“Loved and Freed.” As we enter the ancient season of 
Lent, you are invited to walk with Jesus through His 
journey of sacrifice and triumph — from His baptism to 
His crucifixion and finally to His resurrection on Easter 
Sunday — where we find ultimate love and freedom. 
The theme of this book is inspired by the opening verses 
of Revelation 1:5-6, which give us a beautiful picture of 
the incredible love and freedom we have through Jesus 
Christ. As we read through these devotions, may we be 
reminded of the love and freedom we have in Christ and 
be empowered to love and serve others in the same way.

How to receive the devotional:

• Printed copies are on the table in the 
 narthex.
• To receive a daily text or email, text 
 “ReadingTheWord” to 24251. 
• To listen to the podcast, search “North 
 American Lutheran Church” everywhere 
 podcasts can be found.  
• Monica will also share the NALC’s daily 
 Facebook videos on Vilmar’s page.
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ST. JOHN’S – VILMAR COUNCIL CAPSULE
Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2023

 The St. John’s Church Council met for its regular meeting on Feb. 8. Diane Hummel gave devo-
tions based on Matthew 5. After the council reviewed the agenda, Monica Edeker called the meeting 
to order at 7:30 p.m.
 The meeting opened with nominations for a new church council chairman. After much discussion 
about the position and the importance of communication and assistance from everyone serving on the 
council, Don Salge accepted the nomination for chairman, with Margaret DeBower seconding it. The 
motion carried unanimously.

REPORTS 
• Secretary: The report was read by Monica Edeker, and approved as presented. We are continuing 

to wait for the offering envelopes.
• Treasurer: The report was read by Margaret DeBower, and approved as presented.
• Stewardship & Finance: A motion was made by Dale Janssen to make two CDs at Lincoln 

Savings Bank (LSB). One for $10,000 at 12 months and one for $10,000 at 6 months. Margaret 
DeBower and Monica Edeker are to be the signers on both CDs. The funds will be dispersed from 
account 3405051. Seconded by Ron Taylor. Motion carried unanimously. Margaret and Monica 
will need to go to LSB together to complete the new CDs per LSB banker, Ashley Coake.

• Mission & Outreach: No report.
• Worship & Fellowship: Diane Hummel reported she has a Lenten series ready for the Wednesday 

night services, and will need volunteers to read and lead the services each week.
• Deacons: None.
• Trustees: The trustees will install the new defibrillator, put up the curtains in the Sunday School 

rooms, replace some trim in the back stairwell, and replace lights in the outdoor cross.
• Parish Ed.: No report.
• Director of Communications: Monica will continue to use up the variety of colored and different 

sized paper in the office for our bulletins and Heralds.

OLD BUSINESS
• We continue to wait for the new speaker for the sanctuary.

NEW BUSINESS
• The council discussed a calling tree for when services are canceled due to inclement weather. We 

will continue to post on KWWL, KLMJ, Facebook, and our website. We have to be conscious of 
how far our guest pastors and leaders have to travel, when making the announcement, so if the 
weather is questionable, please make sure to check these sources before traveling to the church.

• Don Salge will contact Tammy Fleshner about hosting training session(s) for the new defibrillator 
in late March.

continued on page 4
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NEXT MEETING
The next council meeting will be held Wednesday, March 8, 2023, following the Lenten service.

CLOSING
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. Respectfully Submitted By:

Monica Edeker, Director of Communications

P Don Salge (President) P Dale Janssen P Meredith Steere
P Margaret DeBower (Treasurer) P Diane Hummel P Julie Eberline
A Rhonda Edeker (Secretary) P Tyler Seehusen P Dick Ulrich
A Barb Meyer P Ron Taylor A Warren Van Dyke

MEMBERS PRESENT

P Don Salge (President) P Dale Janssen P Meredith Steere
P Margaret DeBower (Treasurer) P Diane Hummel A Julie Eberline
A Rhonda Edeker (Secretary) A Tyler Seehusen P Dick Ulrich
P Barb Meyer P Ron Taylor P Warren Van Dyke

MEMBERS PRESENT

ST. JOHN’S – VILMAR COUNCIL CAPSULE
Sunday, Feb. 19, 2023

The council met for a brief meeting following worship on Sunday, Feb. 19, for a few quick updates:
 • Ron Salge had been contacted by Dan Olsen about the new speaker for the sanctuary. The speaker 

has been ordered and will be installed in mid-March for a cost of $640. Dan will not charge for 
his labor, in exchange for the two speakers currently in the church.

 • Rhonda Edeker, Monica Edeker, and Margaret DeBower have signed all the necessary paperwork 
for the 2 CDs at LSB.

 • Tammy Fleshner will host two AED training sessions on Sunday, March 19 at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
 • Don reminded the counicl to help watch the weather for the Ash Wednesday service, as snow/ice 

storm is currently predicted.
Meeting adjourned. Respectfully Submitted By:

Monica Edeker, Director of Communications

continued from page 3

DATE GENERAL OTHER SIMPLY GIVING AFRICA WELLS
01-29-23 No services held due to inclement weather

02-05-23 $2,100.00 $200.00 (Jan. Mission) $382.00 $1,692.00

02-12-23 $865.00 $0.00 $0.00 $15,451.00

02-19-23 $1,815.00 $0.00 $372.00 $4,270.00

02-22-23 No services held due to inclement weather
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Serving in the Lord’s House
SUNDAY, MARCH 5
 Guest Pastor: Rev. Robert Salge
 Organist: Diane Hummel
 Reader: Betty Rewerts
 Fellowship Hosts: Bill and Betty Debner
 Notes: Holy Communion at the rail

SUNDAY, MARCH 12 (Daylight Savings)
 Musical Presentation: SaltLight Gospel Group
 Organist: Diane Hummel
 Reader: Ron Salge
 Fellowship Hosts: Host Needed

SUNDAY, MARCH 19
 Lay Leader: David Burrier
 Organist: Barb Wagner
 Reader: Reader Needed
 Fellowship Hosts: Host Needed
 Notes: Processional Holy Communion

SUNDAY, MARCH 26
 Lay Leader: Dale Akkerman
 Organist: Barb Wagner
 Reader: Reader Needed
 Fellowship Hosts: Host Needed

VILMAR WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NOTES: MARCH 2023

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Women’s Bible study will be held on Tuesday, 
March 7 at 9 a.m., in the church fellowship 
hall. Margaret DeBower will lead the study 
and Carol Seehusen will be serving. All ladies 
are welcome to attend. This month we will 
continue studying the Book of James.

SEWING DAYS
Sewing days will be Monday and Tuesday, 
March 20 and 21, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
with a potluck lunch at noon. We are still in 
need of sheets and lightweight blankets. If 
you haven’t helped with this mission project 
before, you are very welcome to join us in this 
very rewarding experience for those in need. 
No special skills are needed. 

LENTEN SUPPERS
Lenten suppers will be served before the 
Wednesday night services during the month 
of March. Serving is from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. 
There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board 
in the narthex. 

BIRTHDAYS
March 1:  Althea Uhlenhopp, 1447 Timber 
  Ave., Hampton, IA 50441
March 16: Jean Arjes, 19183 Pearl Lane, 
  Allison, IA 50602
March 18: Harold Kruse, 900 7th St.,
  Allison, IA 50602
March 19: Dean Westendorf, 20217 190th  
  St., Allison, IA 50602
March 21: Betty Debner, 15354 Jay Ave.,  
  Greene, IA 50636
March 28: Joy Schueler, 1011 7th St. Apt. 1,
  Allison, IA 50602
 If you or someone you know is 75 or older, let 
Margaret DeBower know.

ALTAR COMMITTEE
The altar committee for March is Bob and 
Karen Janssen. We appreciate your willingness 
to serve in this way. 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE
Sunshine people for the month of March are 
the Kenny and Helen Debner.
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Lent Schedule
During Lent we will be using the Lenten Drama, “The Power of Lent”

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1
 5:30-6:45 p.m.: Lenten Supper hosted by Betty 
 Debner and JoAnn Taylor 
 5:30 p.m.: Confirmation Class at the church
 6 p.m.: Choir Practice
 7 p.m.: Lenten Service
 Theme: The Power of Blessing
 Lay Leader: Betty Rewerts
 Organist: Barb Wagner

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8
 5:30-6:45 p.m.: Lenten Supper hosted by Barb 
 Wagner and Karen Janssen
 5:30 p.m.: Confirmation Class at the church
 6 p.m.: Choir Practice
 7 p.m.: Lenten Service
 Theme: The Power of Redemption
 Lay Leader: Barb Wagner
 Organist: Diane Hummel
 8 p.m.: Church Council Meeting

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15
 5:30-6:45 p.m.: Lenten Supper hosted by 
          Helen Debner and Margaret DeBower 
 5:30 p.m.: Confirmation Class at the church
 6 p.m.: Choir Practice
 7 p.m.: Lenten Service
 Theme: The Power of Faith
 Lay Leader: Margaret DeBower
 Organist: Barb Wagner

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22
 5:30-6:45 p.m.: Lenten Supper hosted by Karol 
      Ellermann and Charlene Hubbard
 5:30 p.m.: Confirmation Class at the church
 6 p.m.: Choir Practice
 7 p.m.: Lenten Service
 Theme: The Power of Involvement
 Lay Leader: Don Salge
 Organist: Diane Hummel

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29
 5:30-6:45 p.m.: Lenten Supper hosted by Carol 
            Seehusen and Diane Salge 
 5:30 p.m.: Confirmation Class at the church
 6 p.m.: Choir Practice
 7 p.m.: Lenten Service
 Theme: The Power of Sacrifice
 Lay Leader: Ken DeBower
 Organist: Barb Wagner

SUNDAY, APRIL 1 – Palm Sunday
 8:45-9:45 a.m.: Sunday School
 9 a.m.: Choir Practice
 10 a.m.: Worship Service with Communion
 Guest Pastor: TBA
 Organist: Diane Hummel
 Reader: Reader Needed
 Fellowship Hosts: Host Needed
 Notes: Holy Communion at the rail
 11 a.m.: Coffee and Fellowship

THURSDAY, APRIL 6 – Maundy Thursday
 6 p.m.: Choir Practice
 7 p.m.: Maundy Thursday Service
 Lay Leader: Leader Needed
 Organist: Barb Wagner

FRIDAY, APRIL 7 – Good Friday
 7 p.m.: Tenebrae Service Service
 Lay Leader: Vilmar Members and 
  Confirmation Kids
 Organist: Diane Hummel

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 9
 7 a.m.: Easter Sunrise Service led by the Luther 
       League and Vilmar Lay Leaders
 7:30-8:45 a.m.: Easter Dawn Breakfast 
 9:15 a.m.: Easter Sunday Worship

*More details about our Holy Week schedule will be 
printed in next month’s Herald
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Weather Cancellations
Reminder about our procedure for 
weather cancellations: We will continue 
to post on KWWL, KLMJ, Facebook, 
and our website.  We have to be 
conscious of how far our guest pastors 
and leaders have to travel, when making 
the announcement, so if the weather is 
questionable, please make sure to check 
these sources before traveling to the 
church. If you are ever wondering, feel 
free to call Monica Edeker at 319-939-
7348.

AED Training
St. John’s – Vilmar will host two AED 
training sessions on Sunday, March 19, 
at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. The training will 
be led by Tammy Fleshner. The council 
encourages everyone to attend one of the 
trainings, as it is important that everyone 
know how to use the AED should a 
situation arise.

Mission and Outreach
Lent Offering: The 2023 Lent offering will be sent to Lutheran 
World Relief (LWR) for their assistance with the earthquake 
victims in Turkey. LWR is currently working to help establish 
temporary shelters and provide critically needed care and supplies 
for families who lost their homes.

March Mission: During March, our mission and outreach 
project will be the NALC Disaster Response Flood 
Buckets. Buckets are available in the narthex. Items needed 
to fill each include: 
• 1 jug bleach (1/2 gallon or smaller)
• 2 large trash bags
• 1 roll paper towels
• 2 rags
• Comet or scouring cleanser
• Pine Sol or liquid cleaner
• Scrub brush
• Gloves: 1 pair each of rubber, leather, and cotton gloves 

(all size large, preferably)
The filled buckets are due to the church by Sunday, April 2.

Disaster Response Kits: The NALC Disaster Response 
also collects items for Health Care Kits, Kitchen Kits, School 
Kits, Bibles, Prayer Books, Quilts, Blankets, and other 
miscellaneous items. More details about each kit have been 
posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. Vilmar Women’s 
Fellowship will be collecting any of these items throughout 
the year, so any items for these projects may be brought to the 
church at any time.

Wells of Inspiration: Thank you to everyone who has 
donated to the Liberia, Africa – Wells of Inspiration mission 
in February, and for those who helped and supported the 
soup fundraiser and bake sale. With everyone’s generosity, the 
project has already raised a considerable amount of money 
that will be used to build the wells and the learning center, 
as well as provide rice and supplies for the villagers. Please 
continue to pray for this mission, as Clint and Amy Seehusen, 
Marc and Jennifer Seehusen, and Teta Ross, prepare for their 
trip to Liberia this month to continue sharing God’s Word 
and building relationships with the people there.

Butler County Meal 
Packing Event
A Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) 
mobile pack event will be held at Bethel 
Reformed Church, Aplington, on Friday, 
March 31 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) and Saturday, 
April 1 (9:30-11:30 a.m. or 12:30-2:30 
p.m.). Registration is required. More 
information has been posted on the 
bulletin board in the narthex. Vilmar 
currently has a group attending the 
Saturday morning session. If you have 
questions or would like to join, please talk 
to Monica Edeker.
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Pastoral Care
During this time if you need assistance 
of any kind, please let Council President, 
Don Salge (319-239-2816) or Director of 
Communications, Monica Edeker (319-
939-7348) know, and they will arrange for 
your needs.

Remember in  
Our Prayers
PRAYER CONCERNS:
Mari Ann Wearda, Harold and Marlys 
Kruse, Bruce and Deb Johnson, Dean 
Westendorf, Robert and Jurene Dralle, El-
lie Munis, Amy Cooper, Evalyn Nettleton, 
Joy Schueler, Ali Matteson, Robert Vieker, 
Cheryl Sankey, Carol Finke, Kirk Tanner, 
Jimmy Rogers, Donna Hardy, Jaxon Hart-
kopp, Kayla Sankey, Pastor James Puotyual, 
Larry Voigts, Jim Wubbena, Sandra Green-
lee, Emily Martzahn, Randy Brinkman, 
Pastor David Craig, Barb Kelly, and Chuck 
Thompson.

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN:
Lloyd Davis, Rashell Haxhijaj, and Alexa 
Page.

Waffle Brunch
North Butler Friends of Music is hosting 
their annual Waffle Brunch, featuring all-
you-can-eat Dad’s Belgian Waff les and 
toppings, with sausage, milk, juice and 
coffee. It will be held Sunday, March 5 from 
9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., at the high school in 
Greene. Tickets are $9 per plate, with kids 
5 and under free. Carry-out is available. 
Proceeds raised go toward the cost of the 
spring trip the high school music students 
take every four years.

Lenten Season
 The idea of fasting for Lenten season goes back to the 
early church. It wasn't fish they avoided; that was a much 
later idea from the Roman Church. The early church 
fasted based on local customs of the regional bishop. Even 
then there was much debate among the bishops about how 
much to fast, how long to fast, what days were to be fast 
days.
 Today, fasting has gone out of vogue. We look at the 
Roman idea and scoff at it and then scoff at the whole 
concept. But there are things we can more profitably fast 
from than food. How about a fast of known bad behavior? 
We all know our own bad habits better than anyone else, 
except our spouses, of course. Think of one or two and 
determine to identity it when you see it coming in to play, 
and fast from it. Easier said than done, but all fasting is 
that way.
 Then there are known sins. We love them, and we 
hold fast to them. They are not just habits; they are direct 
violations of God's Word. In a survey taken at a Christian 
men's convention, over fifty percent of men in church 
leadership admitted to viewing pornography on at least a 
weekly basis.
 That was an extreme example, but it ref lects that 
sinful practices are common in our churches. Using the 
Lord's Name in vain is one, and it is a direct violation of 
one of the Ten Commandments. If we examine the Ten 
Commandments, do we find other things that are part of 
our daily life, or weekly life? How about remembering the 
Sabbath and keeping it holy? I would love to go to church, 
people say, but there is jut too much to do on Sundays. 
Excuses don't negate sin's condemnation.
 And finally, there are sins of omission. These are not 
Ten Commandment sins, but they are direct violations 
(sins) regarding other commands in Scripture. When God 
says, "Do this" it is a sin not to do it. Those are sins of 
omission and they are the poisons of Satan to undermine 
our spiritual life and health. Our weekly Lenten services 
will concentrate on these "Omissions". We can learn to fast 
from them, not just during Lent, but all year long.

Submitted by,
Rev. Dr. David Craig, Bible Teacher
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Want More Information?
To learn more...:
About Vilmar’s ministry
 vilmarchurch.org
About the North American Lutheran Church
 thenalc.org
About the Iowa Mission District–NALC
 iowamissiondistrict.com
About the Women of the NALC
 wnalc.org
To stay up to date with current activities going 
on at the church “like” our Facebook Page:
 Facebook.com/StJohnsVilmar

Simply Giving
If you would like to enroll in Vilmar’s electronic 
giving, contact council secretary Rhonda Edeker 
for the paperwork. We appreciate everyone’s 
continued financial support of Vilmar’s ministry.

Contributions
If you are not able to worship in-person with us, we 
encourage you to continue your tithes/offering by 
mailing financial gifts to the church at, St. John’s–
Vilmar, 16073 Keystone Ave., Greene, IA 50636.

Cookbooks Available
Cookbooks are available. They are $15 for the 1979 
edition (white cover) and $10 for the 2004 edition 
(green cover). Contact Margaret DeBower, Barb 
Wagner or Monica Edeker if interested.

Corrections, Information
If you have corrections or announcements for 
Vilmar’s directory, the bulletins, Heralds, or 
website please contact Monica Edeker at 319-939-
7348, vilmarchurch@gmail.com, or send a note 
to the church. Everyone’s communication and 
cooperation is very much appreciated. Thanks!

Attendance Report
Worship Service Attendance Communed
Sunday, Jan. 29:  ...............no service held
Sunday, Feb. 5:  .............57 ...................50
Sunday, Feb. 12:  ...........72 .................. n/a
Sunday, Feb. 19:  ...........48 .................. 44
Wednesday, Feb. 22:  ........no service held

Offering Envelopes
Our offering envelopes were automatically renewed 
and ordered in early 2022, however the distributor 
is still in the publishing stages with them. We are 
hoping they will be delivered by the end of the 
month. Thank you for your patience while we wait 
for them.

Sewing Donations Needed
The sewing committee is in need of sheets and 
lightweight blankets. Donations can be left at the 
east end of the basement. 

Lenten Volunteers
We are in need of volunteers to help read the 
different parts of the Lenten Series each Wednesday 
during the evening services. Talk to Diane 
Hummel for more information.

Music Schedule
ANY ONE is invited to join the choir. They will 
be singing on most Sunday mornings until Easter. 
They will practice every Sunday morning at 9:15 
a.m. in the choir loft. For more information, 
contact Senior Choir Director Jane Thompson.

Items available 
Check the table in the basement for items for sale. 
These items make great gifts! All money raised 
will be used by the group for their yearly mission 
donations. 
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